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Reckon on it! 

A very British trait 

David G Rance 
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1 Generically known as pre-calculated tables but some may also be familiar with the French “Barème”. 
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Why did Ready Reckoners become popular? 
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1973

1972
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1970

1968

1967

1966

1961

1957
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1953

1935

1869

1854

1803

1792

1710

1700 1725 1750 1775 1800 1825 1850 1875 1900 1925 1950 1975 2000

Federal Republic of Nigeria

Republic of Malta

United Kingdom

Bermuda Islands

Republic of Zambia

New Zealand

Commnewealth of Australia

Republic of South Africa

Republic of India

Republic of Cyprus

Union of Myanmar (Burma)

Republic of Trinidad & Tabago

Sri Lanka (Ceylon)

Canada

French Republic

United States of America

Russian Federation
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2 The process of moving to a numerical base ten (decimal system) for managing a currency. 
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3 The process of converting from an imperial (non-metric) to a metric system for weights and measures. 
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4 In the new Millennium “Ready Reckoner” is also used as a generic term for a computer program 

proving the computed values for an online calculator – e.g. an online “Tax Ready Reckoner”. 
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5 Affectionately known as “Norton’s” - even today, after eighty years, it has not been superseded. 
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Gall & Inglis – the publishing years 
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6 Founded in the 1950’s, Rigby was a major Australian printer/publisher specialising in books for 

schools. 
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7 Since the 1760’s instrument makers did include an imperial foot scale divided into 100 units for 

calculations involving surface areas and volumes as an edge scale on the majority of Coggeshall rules.
8 Little is known about the company or the period in which it made slide rules. 



Reckon on it! 

IM2009: 15th International Meeting of Slide Rule Collectors – Greifswald, Germany 

�
�
5�����)0��=�:�
����4�6�=��;���&�����
��"�������
�������
�E�

������
�

�
4�
�������"���	�������
������ -���"�/��
�����A����
����	��
����������	����� �������
������� 
��
����	�� ,�	�� F��"� M��"� '���� �
�� 1	
���.� �	�� ������ ��	
��	������ *�����
�����
�J�3	
��F�������	��<���������
�

�
�

5�����-0�,����
���B�����	�&F&��&�������������E�

���
�	���6����������
�
�����
���������	
�����
	��
	����	�����9D�,�
��2������
�	��$����
�.��
����5��������
�-���� !����
����
���
������,����
������ �
�����9D.�
�������	
������
�
��
������
�	����	
���	��
��
�����
��������������#��
�����
����

���5	���:�����"�����9
�G���
4	
��������������������4�?4�?4@�������
��,N������.��������
������
�������G������
�

	���������4���	�4)�������
���������
�����/��
�����A����
���������	�	
��	��������
�	�������
��������
���	��������6�-7��
�

�
�

5�����(0�/��3�
�&'+������2���"���G�
��������0��
���!����
�C��D������
,����
��7B�����	���&��'��=F����������F+�5�6���
��
����
�C�FD�

                                                       
9 BH name for the engraving, laminating and gluing construction method used for plastic rules – rivets 

were added as a precaution in case the gluing came unstuck {15]. 
10 Abbreviations for imperial units of weight: a pound, a quarter, a hundredweight and a ton. 
11 British pre-decimal abbreviations for: pounds (£), shillings (s) and pennies (d). 
12 So much so that Blundell Harling applied for a patent (application no. 6225) on it in 1967. 
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13 Nestler were granted a patent, DRGM 564 729, for it. 
14 In 1922 the Dutch office supplies company, Ahrend, included the Nestler 40 in their assortment of 

slide rules as the Ahrend 771. 
15 Started in 1912, the Stellfix range of mahogany and celluloid rules was renowned for its use of 

extended root scales and frameless cursors. In the 1920’s the Dutch office supplies company, Ahrend, 

included the Reiss Stellfix K in their assortment of slide rules as the Ahrend 677.
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16 The instructions are in Dutch but it could be of German origin as the name QHABS” and the D.R.P. 

suffix (Deutsches Reichspatent) could be derived from the German “Ich habe es” or “I have it”. 
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Appendix – The Ready Reckoners of Gall& Inglis 
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SERIES PUBLISHED 

BY 

VOLUME NUMBERS and/or 

TITLES of EDITIONS 

COMMENTS 

“Standard” J. Gall Inglis - General Ready Reckoners 

- Discount, Percentage, 

  Profit, Interest, etc  

- Weight Reckoners 

- ‘Long Range’ Ready Reckoner 

- ‘Long Range’ Half per Cent 

   Percentage Tables 

- ‘Long Range’ Wage 

   Calculators 

Started in late 
1880’s  

Selected editions 
probably prompted 

many of the later 
specialist series’ – 

e.g. the “Express”, 
series. 

Inglis’ 

“Flash” 

Gall & Inglis 

(H.R.G. Inglis)

- Pocket Pricing Calculator 

- Slide Rule (Improved Form) 

- Photographic Exposure 

  Calculator 

- Pocket Engineer’s 

  Calculator 

- Pocket Calculator 

  (shorter 6 inch model) 

- Universal Calculator 

- Stock Exchange Calculator 

- Foreign Money Exchange 

  Calculator 

- Paper Trades Calculator 

- Box; or Square & Cubic 

  Calculator 

- Bank Interest Calculator 

- Health Insurance Calculator 

As hybrid Ready 
Reckoners/Slide 

Rules, the emphasis 
when using these 

Reckoners was on 
speed rather than 

their inherent 
accuracy. 

They were only 

published for a 
brief period from 

1912-1924. 

Inglis’ 

“Express” 

J. Gall Inglis 

(some late 

editions co-

accredited 

with R.M.G. 

Inglis) 

1. General Ready Reckoner 

2. Percentage and Discount 

    Reckoner 

3. 1-56/- per Cwt. Reckoner 

4. Interest Reckoner 

5. Profit on Cost and Percentage 

    on Gross Returns Reckoner 

6. Profit & Pricing Reckoner 

7. British-Foreign Money 

    Reckoner 

This series was 
later modernised 

and relaunched a 
second time by 

R.M.G. Inglis. 

Possibly published 
up to the late 

1930’s. 



Reckon on it! 

IM2009: 15th International Meeting of Slide Rule Collectors – Greifswald, Germany 

SERIES PUBLISHED 

BY 

VOLUME NUMBERS and/or 

TITLES of EDITIONS 

COMMENTS 

8. Business Reference Book 

9.   Per Ton Reckoner 

10. Per 100 Reckoner 

11. British into Metric Measure 

      Tables 

12. Metric into British Measure 

      Tables 

13. “On and Off” Percentage 

      Reckoner 

14. Hoppus’ Measurer 

15. Superficial, Cube and 

      Girthing Reckoner 

16. 46½-47-48 hr. Wage Book 

17. Salary, and Pence Per Hour 

      Wage Book 

18. 46-47-48-49-50 hr.  

      Wage Book 

19. Dollars Exchange Tables 

20. Pages Fractional Calculator 

21. Per Gross and Per Dozen 

22. Metric Quotation and Fabric 

      Equivalents 

23. Stock Exchange 

24. Straits’ Dollars Exchange 

25. Per Yard & Metre Equivalent

      Prices Reckoner 

26-27. unknown
28. Eighths of a Yard Reckoner 

29. T.C.Q. Weights Factor 

30. European Exchange Tables 

31. Cubic Reckoner 

32. New Dollars Exchange Rates

      $3.00 to $4.78
33. Decimals of a Penny 

      Reckoner 

34. New Francs Exchange Rates 

      @ 84 to 100 to £ 

35. Marks & Kroner Exchange 

      Rates @ 14 to 22 to £ 

36. Florin Exchange Rates at 

      @ 8 to 14 to £ 

37. Ostler’s Farmers’ and 

      Merchants’ Reckoner 

38. Dollars Exchange 

      Supplement 

39. Stahl’s Petrograd Standard 

      Reckoner 

40. Timber Tables 

Some of the later 

volume numbers 
may have been 

reused and 
renamed e.g. 

volumes 20, 30, 32, 
and 35.  



Reckon on it! 

IM2009: 15th International Meeting of Slide Rule Collectors – Greifswald, Germany 

SERIES PUBLISHED 

BY 

VOLUME NUMBERS and/or 

TITLES of EDITIONS 

COMMENTS 

41-43. unknown 

44. Shaw’s ‘Decimal’ Discount 

      Tables 

45. Division Reckoner 

46. unknown 

47. Liquid Contents Reckoner 

48. Per Thousand Reckoner 

49. Sheep Live Weight 

      Calculator 

The 

“Rapid” 

Pocket 

Gall & Inglis 1. Ready Reckoner 

2. Discount and Interest 

    Reckoner 

3. Per Cwt Reckoner 

4. unknown 

5. Decimal Reckoner 

6. Measuring Reckoner 

7. Land & Cattle Reckoner 

8. unknown 

10. Per Ton Reckoner 

11-13. unknown 

14. Total Weight Calculator 

15-23. unknown 

24. Per Dozen Reckoner 

??   Pocket Pricer 

True pocket-sized 

(5½ x 3½ inch) 
editions. 

Use of volume 

numbers suggests 
the series was 

published pre-
1940.  

Subsequent series’ 

dropped the use of 
volume numbers.  

The (new) 

“Express” 

R.M.G. Inglis 

Gall & Inglis 

(Reckoners) 

Ltd. 

- Universal Decimal Percentage 

   Reckoner 

- Universal Decimal Coinage 

   Reckoner 

- Every 1d to £1 Reckoner 

- Decimals of a Penny Reckoner 

- Metric Quotation & Fabric 

  Equivalents Reckoner 

- Decimal tables 

- British to Metric Conversion 

   Tables 

- Metric to British Conversion 

   Tables 

- Dollars Exchange Reckoner 

- Straits’ Dollar Exchange 

   Reckoner 

- Stock Exchange Reckoner 

- 1% - 2% Interest Tables 

- Superficial Measurement 

  Reckoner 

?? unknown 

Issued after the 

original “Express” 
series i.e. most 

likely post 1940. 

Compared to the 
style of the old 

Express series, 
volume numbers 

were dropped, the 
covers modernised 

and a new more 
modern style of 

font used.  
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SERIES PUBLISHED 

BY 

VOLUME NUMBERS and/or 

TITLES of EDITIONS 

COMMENTS 

The 

“Ideal” 

R.M.G. Inglis 

Gall & Inglis 

(Reckoners) 

Ltd. 

- Decimal Coinage Reckoner 

- Decimal Percentage Reckoner 

- Office Reckoner 

- 1-200 Percent and Per 100 

  Reckoner 

- Foreign Exchange Reckoner 

?? unknown 

Series possibly also 

issued earlier by  
J. Gall Inglis. 

Post +/- 1960 no 

longer printed by 
Gall & Inglis. 

Foreign 

(published 

abroad) 

R.M.G. Inglis 

Gall & Inglis 

(Reckoners) 

Ltd. and  

Rigby Ltd. 

Adelaide 

- Australian Dollar Ready 

  Reckoner and Percentage 

  Reckoner 

Printed in 

Australia by The 
Griffin Press, 

Adelaide in 1964.  
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